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POLICE RESOURCES 
Grievance 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [9.24 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Police and relates to the 
lack of police in the south east corridor of the metropolitan area, in particular in my electorate of Roleystone.  
These problems are not of the minister’s creation but were inherited from, and are symptomatic of the absolute 
neglect of the south east metropolitan area by, the Court Government.  No issue better demonstrates this neglect 
than the distribution of police resources.  My electorate has a population of approximately 40 000, spread over 
an area 24 times the size of the Kalgoorlie electorate.  Despite the fact that Roleystone is geographically the 
largest metropolitan electorate, it has one police station at Mundijong, which is open only part time and has a 
grand total of two permanent police officers.  Roleystone has inherited an electorate-wide police to population 
ratio of about one to 20 000.  There are police stations at Armadale and Gosnells, but my electorate in particular, 
and the south east metropolitan area in general, are in desperate need of extra police.  The Mundijong Police 
Station services the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale in the southern half of my electorate.  That shire was formerly 
part of the Cannington police district and has recently become part of the Peel police district.  The two officers at 
Mundijong are responsible for policing the fast-growing communities of Byford, Cardup, Oakford, Oldbury, 
Mundijong, Jarrahdale and Serpentine.  The shire has approximately 11 000 residents in an area of 905 square 
kilometres, and its population is expected to double over the next 15 years.  At the moment, the Shire of 
Serpentine-Jarrahdale police-to-population ratio is one to 6 000 compared with the state average of about one to 
about 390; therefore, the police-to-population ratio in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale is more than 14 times 
worse than the state average.  However, I believe the situation is even worse in the north of my electorate at 
Beckenham, Kenwick, Maddington, Martin, Roleystone, Karragullen and Bedfordale.  These suburbs are part of 
the Cannington police district, which has the lowest district ratio of police to population in Western Australia. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  There is too much noise for the Hansard reporter to hear what the member is saying.  I 
ask members who wish to conduct private conferences to do so elsewhere.  

Mr WHITELY:  The Cannington district police to population ratio is approximately one to 900, compared with 
the metropolitan average of one to 700 and the state average of one to 390.  The worst-resourced station in the 
under-resourced Cannington police district is the Gosnells Police Station.  The Gosnells Police Station services 
the suburbs of Maddington, Gosnells, Thornlie, Huntingdale, Martin, Orange Grove and Southern River.  That 
station, which through imaginative rostering is open 24 hours a day, has 21 officers and one public servant to 
service 54 000 residents.  That is a ratio of one police officer to 2 570 residents, which is about four times worse 
than the metropolitan average.  That might be acceptable if suburbs such as Maddington, Kenwick and 
Beckenham were crime-free utopias, but unfortunately they are not; far from it.  The Cannington police district 
has one of the highest crime rates in Western Australia.  However, as bad as those crime statistics are, I believe 
they are probably understated.  Residents have told me that they often do not bother to report minor crimes 
because they believe there is little chance that the police will respond effectively.  Several residents of Kenwick 
and Maddington have told me that they have been refused insurance cover because they live in a high crime risk 
suburb.  I believe the imminent police district boundary changes will result in the Gosnells station getting some 
extra resources, but it will also be responsible for the suburbs of Kenwick, Beckenham and Langford and will 
service an extra 34 000 residents.  The Gosnells Police Station desperately needs extra officers, not just enough 
to maintain the current ratio, but enough to achieve a level that is comparable with the remainder of the 
metropolitan area.   

I am particularly concerned about the impact of crime and antisocial behaviour, and the lack of effectively 
policing, in Maddington.  The Maddington Village Shopping Centre should be a central focus for the local 
community.  Instead, many of the shops are boarded up, and residents have expressed fear about using the 
facilities at this centre.  There is a feeling of despair among local residents and frustration among local police 
about the lack of adequate police resources in Maddington and surrounding suburbs.   

The village of Roleystone is also worthy of special consideration.  It is serviced by the under-resourced 
Armadale Police Station.  When police are available, the target response time from Armadale to Roleystone is 17 
minutes.  Often this figure is of only academic interest, because the Armadale station frequently lacks the 
personnel to respond.  Roleystone village, with its population of more than 6 000, has no police, whereas 
Carnarvon has 30 police officers to service 8 000 people.  The residents of Roleystone are not asking for an 
equal service.  They are simply asking for a permanent police presence, even if initially it is only on a part-time 
basis.  The Armadale City Council is eager to explore options to establish a police presence at Roleystone at 
little capital cost.  I realise there is a statewide shortage of police, and I applaud the Government’s commitment 
to put an extra 250 police on the beat.  However, that does not diminish the fact that the Roleystone electorate 
and the south east metropolitan area are the most under-resourced areas in the State and they urgently need extra 
police resources.  It is because I am so concerned with police numbers in my electorate that I listened intently 
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when on 24 May the member for Murray-Wellington asked, “Why can the country not have the same number of 
police officers per head of population as the metropolitan area?”  He also stated that the ratio of police to 
population in the south west a few months ago was one to 574 and that in the metropolitan area the ratio was one 
to 384.  I applaud the member for Murray-Wellington’s call for an equalisation of country and metropolitan 
police ratios, but I am concerned about his ability to do basic research. 

According to the WA Police Service 2000 annual report, the ratio for the metropolitan region is one to 700 - that 
is, one to 700, not one to 384 as the member for Murray-Wellington claimed.  As I said, I applaud the member 
for Murray-Wellington’s call for an equalisation of country and metropolitan police ratios.  Given the facts that 
Murray-Wellington has half the population of Roleystone and that my electorate has two permanent police 
officers, we could staff the electorate of Murray-Wellington with one police officer and our electorates would 
have the same police to population ratios. 

I ask the minister to please equalise the police to population ratios in Murray-Wellington and Roleystone.  If that 
is not possible, from now on I would like to be referred to as the member for rural and regional Roleystone.  
Maybe then those on the other side will accept what they refused to accept for eight long years; that is, the 
Roleystone electorate and the south east metropolitan area need their fair share of police resources. 

MRS ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police) [9.32 am]:  I am very pleased to respond to this grievance.  
The member for Roleystone, a new member in this House, has raised an issue of real significance to his local 
community.  This is not the first time that he has raised this problem with me.  Since becoming a member in this 
House he has continuously highlighted the problem of the lack of police numbers in his electorate.  He has some 
very real concerns, which he has set out in a very intelligent and thoughtful way today.   

I am certainly not surprised to find that he has risen today with this grievance, because the legacy of the former 
Liberal Government was one of neglect when it came to front-line policing.  Unfortunately, the member for 
Roleystone is not alone in the situation in which he finds himself where he has been elected for the first time and 
has discovered that the police resources in his area are inadequate.  The system is under stress because of the 
former Government’s failure to employ even one extra police officer in the past four years.  That is a very sad 
legacy. 

Perhaps I should lay on the table some facts pertaining to those eight years.  The national comparative figures 
indicate the police-to-population ration in 1993-94 in Western Australia was 246 police officers to 100 000 
people.  A similar report in 1999-2000 shows the police-to-population ratio was still 246 police officers to 
100 000 people.  I suppose the only thing we can be grateful for is that in those eight years the previous 
Government did not move things backwards. 

Mrs Edwardes:  You have not acknowledged the upgrading of facilities.  Be honest about it. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  I am dealing with the grievance that has been raised with me today.  If the member has a 
grievance, why does she not get to her feet and raise it rather than trying to steal other people’s ideas? 

The fact is this Government has indicated that it will be recruiting an extra 250 police officers and an additional 
40 Aboriginal police liaison officers over the next four years.  Because the state ratio was 246 police officers to 
100 000 people, it is unreasonable to compare figures region by region.  There are such things as specialist 
squads. 

Mr Omodei interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mrs ROBERTS: I do not want to have interruptions because I want to deal with the points made by the member 
for Roleystone in my remaining four minutes.  It is important that I respond to the grievance rather than to silly 
interjections. 

Mr Omodei:  You don’t have to respond to me.  You can keep going.  

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Warren-Blackwood to order for the first time. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  Of those 250 additional police officers that this Government will be employing, 50 will be 
employed as transit police.  This is vital because in 1999-2000, only 17 per cent of the Western Australian 
community felt safe or very safe on public transport at night.  This is further evidence of the neglect by the 
former Government of the community’s safety.  Some of our extra police officers will be deployed to newly 
formed flying squads and the balance to areas of greatest need.   

I note that my colleague states that Mundijong Police Station has only two permanent police officers.  I share his 
concerns about the difficult job that those officers face in delivering adequate police services to the people of 
Mundijong.  Mundijong Police Station is currently staffed by five sworn police officers, of whom only two are 
permanent.  I am pleased to let the member know that in the imminent future two of the additional three officers 
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will become part of Mundijong’s authorised strength, and shortly thereafter I hope that the third may be 
confirmed.  This means a doubling of the authorised strength at Mundijong Police Station.  Part of this 
Government’s commitment is to ensure the adequate provision of police services.   

The member’s comments and representations have certainly gone a long way to highlighting the fact that those 
two officers were under a considerable amount of stress in trying to service quite a large area and were finding it 
very difficult to cope.  The fact that now five officers are busily employed at the Mundijong Police Station 
further indicates the need for their remaining there.  I hope that the Mundijong community is much better 
serviced through the doubling of that authorised strength in the immediate future with a potential for a further 
increase in the near future.  During the time that consideration is being given to this, the Government will not 
withdraw those additional three officers at Mundijong. 

The Gosnells Police Station in the Cannington police district is staffed 24 hours a day.  Although the station is 
closed to counter inquiries after business hours, patrols occur in Gosnells 24 hours a day.  I am on record as 
sharing the member’s concerns about unanswered telephone calls .  I am advised that a district management unit 
has been established and that the unit will assist in responding to incoming calls.   

The member also made some pertinent points on police to population ratios.  Many country areas have higher 
police to population ratios than many metropolitan districts.  Through the new regional and district allocation of 
resources guide that the Police Service has established, which is known as RADAR, we are looking at the areas 
of greatest need for police officers.  We cannot look at the situation merely historically.  With a limited resource 
and a limited number of police officers, we must ensure that police officers are distributed in a fair and equitable 
fashion.  When doing that, the Commissioner of Police has assured me that the Police Service will always be 
mindful of a whole range of factors, which include the levels of crime in an area, an area’s remoteness and how 
quickly support can be obtained from another police station.   

I congratulate the member for Roleystone on his excellent grievance.  I hope that the Government has provided 
some comfort to the people of Mundijong by doubling the authorised police strength at their police station. 
 


